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(18 ) 0 SRR B KRR B 1 FF S B, O 0 A RE O ST v — IE fg T I AR T, KRS S
(CEF ) REE G ) VE & E AR AR PR R AR LA — A A 35 X R H REE it
B AT B PR AR S FURE (R DA SE B R K AR T, 5B = 1 W& —Fp B
I F 2% TR A [v) 2 DL RS AR Pl O e 7 ok | 78 O LA 11 A 28 AT A A P e e LS DA
7 SN BRI EE  ARIESK 2B BT &, VU 7 SCAbA HL oy, N A7 20 kit LA B 32 ARV Jr S Ak
B EARRI, 7H 72 EACFR AN R AE N 7Y 5 (50, G BEHEA T I 208 F AR 1 W W 25 g i A0
M F SRR AEJE D SR vk AR EOR R T HE FUORCE R BIE A AT RE S ERCE &) 1l B i E
Mo, MEA R R R B AIRAE, 28 F B M LI IR, Jr ey & A KAk, B B2
&, P RS LA iR, B 5% SRISKAESH T TREZNEEMHRESE—HR
29, UL VE 7 AR VR — R ZE NS il Z RS, R &2 B R A Z R, iRz
W, FLA TS N5 58 4 0T LA UR) BRF 0% sk 19 J6st 3 S vl A AR R R FE NS N Z T
Fo AR RNE S EAE A IR E A,

TR A 1L —UGR I |, P EERE SRR, A, 20T N (GE) , P EE
()R e v A B S AT e D T AR 2 o B R B B R AL PR P S @ BN, 7E
Sk HE R, P EMER ST LA A, FriE M AS &, B2 LR ORI R i i 7 25 40 5
O, ARER M ARFE A [R]E B e HE T |, S 75 ZE R A | T AR A3 ks SO0 It ok %ot 0y A B e
FR A BT FANREIE IR A A Z B Y HEE 2R, N AR S 20t T N Z ] B & 1
O RN T C SR DL B LLFR 42232 g ) VR VR S 4232 3R A SR 07 T B DL s, 5k
BAE 1918 AF IR PR AL, BIEH , BRI, CHGATIE A ((#£E - L)), HE
SEARVRFREAL I U , 5 U AE AR 04 [ B R P st T, AR R 0 07 B ] T Fe . B AR X
PHERA D, IR TR LR, i 2TE B B, B FEARIE AR AT T iR BEDk
WA, JoBE n] LAST S b B A e AR 3R 22 Tl 1k 5E W

KEHEE(E T ) ERAHME S B S A SRR B R R Rk, ani Hik

F=1=
He
F=1=
He

O B2 (EMFHHR.(ERAMEZT)HRAIRL), S 168 T,
Q@ WHETF (ARLBEMIFZEBA(ERARET)H—FHA), (BhH xR FFIR)2019 F5 24,
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R SCAE I PR 55 FPAEAE IR A B8 3 Y A28t [RI AR 2 WAL e AR AB 17 R SCAB R 0 A Uk
EAAERER A 6, LU S A A A2 FE SO IEAE B DR AR AN 1T A 2T H B Al A 114
XAFR, WHHE , f IS A SR AIERLE JE Iy s vk e v 7 T SRS R b AN 2 bt s A
GRS, BB A S iR P [ R RSB B2 . B E T LA, MEA 2 BB 2SIt T, — 8
ETTREE L . BEARRAE S E WS ACE T ) H— 4 IS A B BT T A L 2R
Hh [ SRR 45 T SCAk , AT 2R — 25 5B Lt TR 43045 [l SCAR SR A7 A2, dnite i 2 S Ak
AR EE AR, e LRE L 2 T(ES) &, TV EMREHE S — % —
HHAWRER G IRE,

UNSRAESEVE J7 HEA T 0k 32 SCABO, SEBr b Ik @ ALRA BRSOl 2 RN ARDE
7 B G AR V7 (L, X S 2 W 4 A 25 A SO, S (0 7Y 07 2 T (B 7 A B4 1 1 o
— MG — B ARG, BESRZE 54 Ak, 3232 V6 07 S04 IR AL J0 I sk Skt 42, T e s R i 3
3 SN 5 %845 1) S S 7 AR A S AR, WA L3 A1 35 A S SR i B — . B
PRI B BV 2 P4 J7 3CA , S IR A T, AP 7 B 5 — HLASIA AT g i AR AR A i 2 26
ZAAE IRV T S0, R 2, i 2 SCNBOUL RIS RE 75 75 3F 74 5 18 59 52 AT £ 5 D
WEAT (e BEBE S AU T SCAL)Z A , J7 RE A IR B A 4 BR A% [ A [R] B8 SCAE A58 v o e 52, T
HIERER R4S B 0] A4 F C BRI & . 2T [ B J2 T A 30, D00 AT DAAE A2 IR T L
Ko T B B, U ABOIAY 38 SR ., 2 FUR AL T4 B SO e P AT 80 57
AT b BAT RIS TEAL , SR K o2 B A 27 R o, FRC LA SCREAR 2 , HLIZIE T LUK N 28
MO A0, RT3 & BTS2 IR

PO SCACHH R ARG PR 25 4

il - M) B AL E s, B T IO R —E 25 AR e, kmioh, T
R, HAHR 7@ MRS, B T A6 5855 i BRI, AT ok o N BRAEAT: n SR i e A
T IR ALY, LS8 T PSR b 20T LR B AR AN 2 A, TR RISk, H 1
WO A R EREALA, WA AT SRR AR . BRI ALY A EAN AR, SOOI A T %k
R, WA, S O R E R AN R e T AL R P A = DA T
WIRL T T, AR R A2 G, I 2 2 AR, JCHR ARy, B R AR 1Ak TR, W
A REFRT? oA 1 2RO R AR AR BB, IEWRR TS 58 5E, IH
SRR 1A AN EAL WO 1 4 2 A AR S 2 T M T, RN BOEDR R 4, 15 A 506
W BB R RS b E VR W7 A7 B T, R LM S, T B

O BFLAEITNEZERFRAENLARAEG B ARBA FAETS  ELHEEEH AN L. ()5
FicsM), € LRE, L, EBEAR IR 2002 45,5 138 W, R A B E it o6 B & L
AR G 77 KA AR, ARt AL CARE A A fe il m A E BB, B2 ARKSELSBIFERALA X
R, BREE AL R REARIETE 2B BRI, S RBREL B LA BIRES, LFEE.
(M LA ) (OB L 4)2000 F 5 14,

Q@ FEAREHRAABTLE FRERBEETF mEHELETWHERL, CEERBER THERFET
FWEA TR, B RERE, OHA®, LERR . (#iES), LT ZBEPBJE, 2004 5 5
84 T,
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Pk REEWNFENFFELF 5 XMAMBEARIA

PEicE, A NG R, AR AR, ity fL725 AT AR DLERAR, ITEIRTE ((# & - &
B1)) o ARREHE, THASE , ZWEE, — U2 AW, il B, THATER Wb L8R
ZA Y HEZ LIEHE POt LU IR AR ELRGE TO AT B, o B LT AR IR
ST JORE Z B NAT YIS, DA IR 2O AT E R @ R, S A B DL B AR AR,
EEE AT LIRS RS, B RE o A Ak 7 3 AN E R T A RRAR A IR, S8 4 Rl IR
BN, TR EE I % AP A2 5, BRIV R A R Esh it WRARIEE
S, TR Z A Blib ddy , A e A A TR b SR SR S R Al ey, 3K
AL, ALY, MEA VR AR OB R TG IE 7 A L BRI R R ikl . SRRk
Tt R A, Sebr EATRAR AT LUELE , IEANSK T =, RO WBERR T2 ((E5% - kw)),
PATCH ARG I, o5 T2aAR4R B A4 bl SERE N R Esh e FRIR Bt == 6], A
U, GRS DRA B I, 28R TR BRN G I WL s . A PRJClOR R e, i B
— A AR, B AT 0 2 A DDA ST R B IE S B P AR, 534, TR ek
CPIEFRN ((&F - BET)) o Fril AR 4 T 5, AR R A S 7E T 5 A BIE
{38 N EAE R AUl AT, LU TH R ML RIA R A O RIHE5Z

PHEE VL L DR | e NPRaCHE: | ik 2 [ 5 [ 52 4, 4% 05 #R 8 A ORI F AN 25 [ T
MR ZTAR S, 25 h ARG i R, 5 4] DASE i 2R DR, e 2R SO EL B A, A 2R akt
AT SR ISAPAL I AARAE LI , i 2 e S i ok 0 b 199 297 At o9 A SCAR AR 28 AL, AN ]
SCAE IS A AR BB E, 5 RO G A iR 25 B ST M st o BVRERESR AN T, A
IR TEALSR T T 1) foe HE DT 3, SR U & B & e A IR0 . ABTARE AN ER IS
25 ANIEBEK , ST A B AR AT T LSS AN DL RO SE TR B PR R, AR B2 7 2% b SO i
AR ANEIAT BRI — BN 2% [ 52 1L A5 FH A SCAR BT IR, I8 4 [ B S AL 9 2 1
S AR B, HEAUR A LA i 2y 4, A I PR 5 BT

FHEERABCE ) 58— 4% T A ANAERE AR L — 45 A e S e, Pl 4%, G
FERARIRIE BEDAFFRE RS, AN EL X BUm Uk, AR i, — 9IRS
R, SFAF A AT R ICRELE T4 7 367, AR e Il B 0P 7 R 545, I B ok K
SCHAREAN -S540 | Bl id 23 P25 B3 BR335SR 1L E 2 345 07 LA i 3R 48, Al
RIS B2 1 AT , L% 5 A7 AR 1 R B ) AR A 9 5 S 3 AN I IR ) S A R PP AR 2, B
FITERE™ AR A . AR T R Rl S 3R

IV RCH-45  URAR VR A A BCRIR T A EAR AR B, A RAR A T e 2
MG AN, BRARVRFR A IR Bl A5 A0 . AR AR A, 3 SR TURTF-45
LA ST TSR AT (R AEAR B2 T A | 1818 IS 7 BN e 7 A Dy T s AR AR [
WARGFT . ZIoEEm], WS EAUM 45 B RE S BURF 54 36 A Rl A L Rk — AR, 3%

DO KRBEEEZ,FTAHBR(GLIEER), LT . HH5P 48,2015 F,% 235 7,

@ IFLTFEGIE AR RA T AR, RA PR, ((AL3L - RIE)) B2 &, A ELLE, ABRIIR
BAER A ARG LESE RN ERHBILY BB LS ER G EMEE AP FMA, LT T, sUaiRe,
TG Az AR FIRZ R, ((ALIE - £98)) B RiE s, IR A BIRE R Gl . BE 2
A= BEAEE X R, A Z R ILAA E S, & A= 58  (ALR B L), B, B F A RAE, 2008 4,
2057 W, ARBEEIBETHAME, R THAEBIT, ARRE, WNARET(FR)RE, B aARLER
B REBRYTZ BRSO A AT ARBAR”



B R AR 2 (&)

WIAUM - 25 BEAL G s A A AN AN R 4% 16 A B o i ABI[E 5, MR /05 7 ST TR, L BRsg
TE— BAS B R SCA , B 20 1 ) SO S5 AN R AR B i 36 i SR R ) 07 504 < i S AR B R
A7, i 2, R SCALRE AT LB AERR MRS ™55 B SRR , e ol AHE A ENTH R, SCEEE R
ENTRLE RIS BT SCHARE NSO 23 32 21 fifs 2 S — N — S SCER Iy, 4k M &
A E U B B T IRRE R R4

e LGB B B Z 8T LU AL, BAEBEIN AR, M T AL RAU T 2R R
A EL Y, BRI ZHEIA AT RE S A VR R T WA E e A O A PG WA il B TR
F 3k B MR s, Aok AR B4 A AR, RIUZIA AT 2 [ A7 AE— SR AR R 2 1R Fk
AWITEAS F B NG T LHEER  BRE GE R AT DU GRS FLARAL, B TT ik 21k AR AR
FURM AR ST, TR B e O, R B B AN D AR S, 4 A URE
it A A e 2, AN R SO s i NS 3 5 A LN TR D7 BN (DU & | Bl i RE AR B
FIBHE R = LENTRAS R . o A B R, — W [R) R b 225 AN S 52 A Wy i 2 73 4+
ARRIRZSEE, LE T8 St [ FRARRE , 7T LA T 5 2y 5 P AR B, — 00 4% J5 ik m] LR
H BB TS P LR

BT 2 RS A CE T ) S — 2% AR ARCHUR & T 3062 T AOBES 7258 E 1 g s
TR TAHBISHE . BB 1548 T 1A K2 HF R GTIR, 58 4 n RISr R T2 — 228 il
SCACARE AU, et — 3 B L [R) 4 Dy SR IR ARG I 26 . 5 70 TR U, S — 2R A7 S i T SOt
TET 5 G SO T i A kA% [ SCAR AR R BRAE SR | 30 B0 4% [ S A1 Bk P ) B 4R it o
TFIIABEASEG . ST A AAUIAF L BB SOUAE T, i G S0 a5 & A CAE N4
BRAS AP SCAL -5 AT, 2 Al ol e b 5 L B AT B ASUR B T BRAS Rl SO IR B, Tig
JERTHE IR HR RN MR Z S8 LR PR G A BO R SCEER . USROS ARk  H 2
ATRIE B S RO KU AN S RE ™ (2 S T SR

[ JB5E 244 4 (4 o DY SCAR IR 1 5231 SRS R Stk B b Bt A (B R 8 2k 22 i ik
[ PRk 55 A RE T, SRR B T Mol il B 3R A A3 M R BT AR BT Y T PR R,
M A HIRE R AR, TS RA TR SRR KRR, BOCARE T - 4R DR AR i ) 1Y
RS, AR TR RN AL IR BT 0 2 BB AR K SR S5 R, e R il X Sl
RATEH, ARMR, TARLE Y . WY I — 27 B, 20 iR vty I8 7™ AR 76 A, R B2
BB E LM A S &, L= T A SRR IO AR S, A8 AR,

(FAEBER K h)

O ok (RARR T RGNS S 5% ER), (RE)2022 55 1 4,
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L B -

- EFEFEA

He TG B G 2

— A EHEFNA L F 4%

S =N

W OB AERFURERGE HENLF I B ERARINGAERE, TE EERZF", W
REFW—MHPERERNS, “EFENEHERG N AL, IR MNEEL" W FE NS, B
CHEENERFE,EFEINAEFAET, BRCFE R EE I EEES RN FAEE EFRE,
MRBETRE L E B EZFHRAAS, WEFEERGEFRE, TRk, XM
CEETRCBERALERERWCC R AR WA B EC T A, B R R & BT 2 AT
R, B, EFRARFEACCE IR CCEALFE, ERA N, EFARZFERE

KW FF, EEFEFE, ARF, £FILF

TEBE®IAT: BN, IR AR S UHE e (Ui 250100)

IA % ( phenomenology ) 7 A5 T [ ¥~ 1M1 & & by i 5L el )« R a8 8y, O b 4%
HEPT AR, A 2004 AE LK, EHEW T DN RB R, fd 0 BT (Life
Confucianism ) , @FEFER I ER—Fhfil27 , B0 BT G257 . © EA U, 9752 |
Al SR A Z MR E R ZI R F . IR, SE A5 55U ( Stephen €. Angle ) 18 2255
Z BE K (dual commitment ) , B} [A) i BEAR$E G 52 AL 58, SUREBLR 246 48, IR JoAR
(97 (rootless) s DEAf5 R A2 T 76 12, ZRINAE T 1 2 BE 38 2 A 25, IR T2 < A AR A ™ (rooted ) ,©
SN AR 6 o 5 LG 2 B B ARSI AR AN vl T A A 58 FE X A B AR TR A
ATRARR R AR LG5 (Life Phenomenology ) o ARSCEEULI AL TG BLG 22 J9 BRGL 2 ) — Fif
[ e L2

P« AR G A S S R X R — R g o B AT (Life ) BMAE Ry SR B A

O MAaH - RS (LR FES), FRX KA T, K. H S5 $4E,2011 55,

@ FHEM(AXTAFEE 7T #), A(BAEFRAFHEFT— 2R AFES ARLE), R W
N K5 RAE 2006 4, 5% 1—28 W;H E2R (“AEEF F8), L(REYFH 10, kT . XX FHR
#2,2005 4% 95—112 ;% 2R (& 5 B—— A 152 0NA) , AAR . W)l X 5 $ Ak 2006 4,

® FHER(AFESF. @IRAEEHES),Fd . 5 d ik, 2020 5,

@ Stephen Angle, Contemporary Confucian Political Philosophy Toward Progressive Confucianism, Cambridge; Polity

Press, 2012.
® FHEMR ZFH (EFEFSRTEFOTE) (FEFF)2017 £ 5 4 8,
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B bR 4R 5 (P X0

£ (Die Sache selbst) i “fF1E” (Being) . “ LR %" W] LATE RN SC BB . — A2 BG4 T05
%7 ( phenomenological method ) , 3X J2& 545 1), FLAR A% 25 8 B« 18 17] 15 48 B (2u den Sachen
selbt) ; 1M 75 —Fh W2 “ LG 2#3 %" ( phenomenological philosophies) , X A& & ZY , Bl i1 T4 [A] 21
RPN A 1 B AN A] AR EA [R A) P 2R AR 1 A 2E K (Edmund Husserl) [ 2
WIS 7 A #)(Max Scheler) BYFURIL AR %7 545 € (Nicolai Hartmann ) BN EIL G 7 IF1ERS IR
(Martin Heidegger) FJILTEIL SR %  Th%E /K ( Gabriel Marcel ) FRH=AZ LS % 5%4% (Jean-Paul Sartre)
A A IR 27 Mg PE % (Maurice Merleau-Ponty ) A %152 B4 2%  F B} ( Paul Ricoeur ) f) i B R
25 SN AEDT (Emmanuel Levinas ) RIS [ IR 2% 345 0 A= TR ARG 22 J2 4 AR 0% 7 I Sf Al A B
FrRl e IR R

X BRI AR AR PR EAREE MR IR  — RRAFTEH AL
7 B 2R BB G, L Al e 30 R T3 R 2 — P e B AL AL, BV TS 2K BT
HEPPAY < B T RPE OB IR BIE R KRR LSRG 32 3 078 HUR B
BRI o5 — 2N (B UL T ) B AF TR (pre-being) DV & HY IR 7, 1l 4N kg
TEAR RIS 2 AR e — il (B B2 B ) B 5 RLE

VE R AR 10 B 2 0 R I A 2 A B AN A R G, AN T HITAF TR 09« A= TR AAAE L (Theory
of Life as Being) , @I HALE T 16X P AR IR A 1 5 JE A7 78 & AL TR 128 (B B AR ik @
CHBAAIR”®) JE R (MR R« SRR B2 (< [/ IE SO @R R MR @) O T
i, ASSCEAN S 7 XA E R A VNS AR BRI AE R A — BB

— 13 ﬁziﬁ ” —l:;]‘“ IJI—LIA%”

AR A — PR IR E SO B R 5 A Z MR

(—)“E/B " BHUE

X HDHE R A AT BB S (concept) , T2 “ A2 16 BY WL E (notion ) (AR AR 1L &0 Y
“idea” ) . WILTEIRPHY—LI G E BV S HME) B DB Z W& HR LR
SR AT LUE R B2, e OB RO — BT T R, IO E OF 245 i b A& A 22

D HEER (BOSHER), R FNEE R BE P $4E,1999 £ 5% 76 T,

@ 3 EBIR (AT RS A iE 5 A BRI A I A bR AR A7) | (T AT BOF IR F AR ) 2014
FE S H B (A RS, TRRAFOBE—F ARER WA RABEX) (FFHE)
2019 5 1 ;3% 2O . (AT 2R, F BB ey LR BILA) , (I 2 5)2020 £ 54 12 ;% =
MR (e AT R AFHT A9 FCw ZAREHEA)  (FAARIPE R FFIR)2021 5 2 4,

® FHEIM.(AAFEEE HAFNEE),(FMFFN2016 F5 10 H; F 2. (M P HERZE—

AFEFMAEE) (HAHAFR)2017 F5 14,

S ES MR E SOk &/ & FAG P AR 09T G AR EM) (WAL K FFIR)2015 F 5 4 B,

FEIR(EFEFONESEG—AV ZERMG TRE) (A HRL)2020 F5 3 ;% 2. (KhE542

Hi A G RO ARSI (TR FFRY2022 F5 28, F 2. (CEX AKX & AR e A AL

AR, B FE T RAR AL 2022 5

©® HEM(FPBEEGERE) (W@ KFFIR)2009 55 5 B, 3% 2R (AF A L ehib 38 5269 E Uik
BrESUERL A (AEAAF R E)2013 55 8 A,

@ FHERIM(EFZESEARFELEEAMO RO TE) LR FFEEH . (EREFL)E S H K, B
T SE K 5 R AR 2015 4, % 94—101 T,

® FHEIM . (@EEFEF"),(LFE))2018 F5 14,

©®

¥R
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FEN, NG S A EEENAL L2 4

(BIZS — IR B AR LA R SR, ANUB T ERAFTEE (TR R RAR) A HA
WEASANFN 22 10T HAE I RTAEAE 1 AETE” I AR TS " WL ESARAS AN SR A AR LA

PR UL, AR TR B RN T TR — A BT LS D 4 1 B R i 2 )
TR A AT AR 2 AN AR B S A W 1 AR R A A A B R AR
(L) N | B Y€ o NS SR T e o SR K =1 U B | Sl i N TR | B A o (Y S R P e ¥ d e
M BIAEE S B AEAE” T SO 23 B WX AN R IR AR IR 1Y “ AR BE G

SEH AR N, A T 7 2 1 3R A E LA A2 BV R AR R B A AR AR IR X (der
ontologische Unterschied , B{PE“ fETEIEIX 53" ) BYJA A&, B H& X3 “AAAE” 5 AAAE# " o F G4
XG5, FEAEANJEAEAE R A AR5 #2 FAEAE BT 25 Hh 0 5 SRl O i B LR 42 e SELR # 02:
FAAERE RS TAATE . A, T SCK 3R] I FERR A CORBEEE DTN AR BTLL %
P AR B, I LRI AT AR & AT

S AR AR TE T WA R A DGR AT T WS, DUE AT X AN A
PRARSL BN Tk .« RAEK AN " QAN A" 5 <0G 7 A, AR < iE " AR sl
RS RAFTER | M RAEAFAE

1“7 0 ARSI

DA N 7 AR SRR R Z A BT LAY “ G AR A= i+ 7 @ (1R
B AR AL, 2 — OB AR @) SR R e R AR R SRR AR < T TE
W< T 24 an, 8 5 ) dr 4« MR AE™ “ HAE™ J© SRR, < A2 RIS IER
XA NSRAR NGTTY) . XM NS T YA L7809 A 1% 8, B DL AR RAE— VA AEH 1Y
“HT©

NSFR T Tl EFIRZ " ERE AR RIE”) o M TTm" 2158
ZeT ORI IRRR A A EF WS, L, B TR C R TF AYAETAE, A4 T
To.,” @i B« JTY 18I R AR AR, <A " AR b e —fFAE & T T8 RI4E A2 e
BHAE, A7 HW R R  BeE U B MY QM NEAEE < e, T &
“OrH I BRI AT T RS A

MG e B R AR PR EL, S RS 8 TERZ I, A
ZHE ESAEREAZIE Q. CARALE DAFEE AR, 2R EZ. A
—% kA miEke 0

X HLAY B It 22 A R LI 2 7 A ) i T U < o) s MES TG 23 S i

S FOIR ; (Ao AT EAF A7 B EARET A,

R IR (ETFER), ARAKEL (T 225, R, PEFHE 1980 F, % 2768 T .
FH (BT ), TP E,1963 5,5 127 R,

FH (BT, H 15 R,

Fwiz LA R (AHEL), RRAKRL (T ZZER),H 36 T,

F IR (FE B——EBEF A (AR RAR . W A KR AL, 2017 5, % 211—213 7,
(ETF)F+ws LEHF AFAEE (ZHERSE), LT LS R, 1980 5,5 31 T,
(ETFYFO+F, LEWE BFARE (ZWERE),H 110 7,

(ETYF T —F , LEWE BFARE (EWHERE),$ 527,

FRFE (ETEM), R RAE I E 1988 5,5 49 1,

SRCRCORORORGRORSRONS)
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B bR 5 (P X0)

Tt , AR EA AR A TR RIS G Lo | R A0 TR BN Bl e
b, RS FECEIZIE” X5 A X NS TSR B0,

AN AR BRI T EL AR AT SR SR NS T e A T B YRR (BRI ) L B ER
TERIAFAE B AETE . JE R IR Y AN 7 T 24k, AR BRI I L 4 X A7 6 3 I AF A6 7
2, Mg Rz KEEE AR “ A28 5  DIR I, 3E AR ORI FEW A, < 427 A A7
FEA AR TR AELE A

2. “E BRI

DUFE™ IR (/R ) A SCRVFILIT BEIY <K IR 75 ™ s @ [ RSB IR AT L 3
ME—I NS AEWATE Z AN R ® — AR FHIE, W (RFZE) - < KPR, LT
W O FETE " IHE WA O A", O/ iR Y LAV KRS " Z i @

MEFCANIE , 5 R A AT B R SR AR AR LRI I L 22 i R WS R« K7 22 < am g —
Ffrems O ET AT ®FFRL, < M RS T QWA S R S B B, A B,
RIPLA T KA, S R A 35 2 A2 < TR SR Tk AR SCR L Rm FH IR I8, < 06 7 4l
ATEAFAEB AL TR AR A, RIAE T 22 A7 KT "

WAMETTHE Hh— i DUE ARG 7 X ANANE BRI 3 30 life” 5 SR, I 1 B A S, “life”
BEHE “ A= 06™ , IE NS5 A0« ™ (vitality ) | 328 5 T OKE AR 16 AT 27 < AR TR LG 27 1R it
R A AP A R (R N R IEEDE A A aE” i S v E AR R K
(< FEATAEAE” B UL, LB TR R AR H L ME S . SR, 206 (2 MO A T G 22 1 < /B
W AR B AR, T2 — AT H A

(D) EFENHR”

AT AR B AR W T A B LR (phenomenon ) 5 BCE UL, 2R I i 2 L A2 167
KOG RBIG A — AL B B IR BTG AR B M
HIILG A B R FR M B Fh« AR 19 “ BLAH ™ (appearance ) , BV JE T 15 G0 97 2 “ A it 5 80
ZUIEE, AR =R S5 A B, MR MR FIRIF AT < g A
SRR BUE VAR AR TC T AR WAV FEAS JR BT S| A RE N S (Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe ) I TFH] . “ IR JG — LA, MR R iR AF 1998 M " @XM WA, vl DLZE 2 8 X 1
LB A

5 AT R LR AP A SO B B # 0 S 2 FE AR 5 AT« Bl R 5

B EIR (R A EATIE” B« A A AT A7
%24,

HHL (LT ) , % 229 |,

EwiE LFRR (A SHEL), LRAKZ (T Z%ER),H 38.67 A,

AEE IUFRR(EFEL), LRAKRZ (T Z%ER),§ 32 A,

2F (ARFBIE), AL LHEH (EFEL), Ak (TEZ2EH), 5322 7,
kB (HFEE), LiE. EEFHE B R 1980 F,% 37 |,

HEIM(EE S A EFEFOUAY (BEANR) ,F 214217 R,

HH (LT, % 2R,

ABF (BB IEFEY, T PEPEH, 1984 F,% 845 7,

HHL (LT ) , % 250 |,

FEIR(EE S A EEF LAY (354K, 5 256—261 T,

HEER (BTN EE), S 80 R,

W(RFE) AR AEL SR (A HAFR)2023 F

PO O® ©
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HEN, EEAGE— A FEENAL L2 4

AR IR 53, AN FE IR IR 2 A AR S 06 R R “ B 1 P ( Nesis/ Intentionalitiit ) 5 /2 “ Bl
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Francois Noel,
Reading Chinese Philosophy
and Spiritual Transformation

Yves Vendé
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X§Ei7: Francois Noel; H1EXR; &K F

PEEREN: IR, L E KRR R (A 59016)

When Christian Wolff (1679-1754), in 1721, delivered his famous Discourse on the Practical
philosophy of the Chinese at the recently founded University of Halle, he was promoting the autonomy of
ethics. © Human beings could rely on their reason to shape their actions. This speech created a fierce
controversy between rationalists and pietists in Germany, ultimately leading Wolff into exile and leaving
traces in Kant's moral philosophy. In his presentation of the Chinese tradition, Wolff mainly relied on a
Jesuit introduction to Confucianism and especially Frangois Noel’s translation of The Six Classic Books
from the Chinese Empire ( Sinensis Imperii libri classici sex) , published in Prague in 1711. Another of
Noel's books was published the same year, the Treatise on Philosophy of the Chinese ( Philosophia
Sinica). Nevertheless, it soon had been removed from circulation under the pressure of Catholic
Church officials. The Sinensis Imperii libri classici sex was let in circulation as its contents seemed less

controversial.

Francois Noél’s Philosophia Sinica is a systematic presentation of Confucian philosophy in three

D For an English translation of the Oratio de Sinarum Philosophia Practica, see Ching & Oxtoby, 1992, 145-186.
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treatises ; the first part deals with metaphysics, the second with rituals, and the third one with moral
philosophy. Tt was caught in the middle of the Rites controversy (zhongguoliyizhizheng F1EFLIL Z
53“) , an XVII-XVIIIth centuries debate with three layers: 1. Over the nature of the Confucian rituals
(are they religious or civil rituals, and can Chinese catholics attend them?) 2. What is the correct way
of translating god in Chinese (is it possible to use Taiji X% besides Tianzhu K F or Shangdi 7 to
speak about God?) ,® 3. and the status and interpretation of the Book of Changes ( Yijing %4 : shall
the Book of Changes be considered as an equivalent to biblical texts?

In this context, according to his superiors, Noel’s presentation of Chinese philosophy seemed to

give too much grist to the Jesuit’s opponents in Europe. Against them, in the Third Treatise of the
Philosophia Sinica, Noél sought to show how Confucian thinkers had developed an ethical system of
equivalent value to Aristotle and that this system should be acknowledged as such. According to No&l’
s interpretation, Confucianism and Aristotelianism established a moral system based on natural reason.
Both traditions offered resources to develop an understanding of human life, integrating feelings, body,
and mind without direct appeal to a supernatural layer (received through a biblical revelation). The
risk from the point of view of Christian theologians was that the Bible and the Christian tradition would
become superfluous. This is why part of European intellectual tradition set aside Noel (and Wolff) in
the XVIIIth century.

Nowadays, it is evident that Noel s approach needs to be criticized in light of contemporary

sinology, comparative, and trans-cultural philosophy reflections. But, Noel’s perspective, which

like Aristotle’s

considers Confucian ethics as a useful reservoir of symbolic tools when guiding
and leading a fully human life, constitutes a witness and a step of a more extensive process of bridging
traditions and building an acceptable common base about ethics for people caught in between different
communities. His example of someone belonging to the western tradition, exposing himself to China
and Confucian Classics for more than fifteen years, and being transformed by their reading is inspiring
to read and meditate on “foreign” texts is always an invitation to go deeper in the understating of
human life, even when it is at the risk of being caught between two orthodoxies, as Noel was with
Roman Catholic church on one side and Chinese imperial perspective on the other side. His testimony
is also an invitation to go back to understanding Philosophy as a transformative activity and not only as
the framing of abstract systems, a perspective already developed by Pierre Hadot and used by scholars
of Chinese philosophy. In that sense, Nogl's understanding of philosophy as a process makes the
dialogue between Aristotle and Neo-Confucianism practically possible in the field of ethics, even if this
dialogue remains problematic at the metaphysical level.

In this article, I will not summarize all the complexities of the Rites controversy crisis but rather

take Noel as an example of how one can be transformed by reading “foreign” Classics to the point of

considering these Classics as valuable for one’s self-cultivation and ethical training. @ By exposing

@ On this point see Meynard 2018.
@ For a summary of the Rites controversy, see Rule 2004 and Mungello 2012.
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himself to Chinese symbols ( Classics), Francois Noél experienced a transformation of his framework

inherited through his scholastic formation at the University of Douai ( nowadays northern France).

Therefore, Noél's comments on Chinese Philosophy in the Philosophia Sinica are not first to be
taken as an accurate description of Confucianism, and even less an exposition of contemporary
Christian Ethics, but as an example of how cultural symbols are mediations for a spiritual
transformation and a historical witness of how when symbols from different traditions meet, a change is
taking place in the agent experiencing the encounter.

To describe the transformation experienced by Noél in his exploration of Chinese philosophy, 1
will first focus on No&l's context: how philosophy was understood in Douai, where he received his early
training; I will then analyze Noel’s opinions about Chinese philosophy, and how these changed his
understanding of human life and Ethics. In the third part, 1 will go back to an understanding of
philosophy as a process that does not disconnect theoretical research and ethical transformation, which
is what Noel’s experience of exposing himself to Chinese Classics exemplifies. In the last part, T will

show how considering philosophy as a transformative process is consistent with contemporary research

on Chinese philosophy by exploring the reception of Pierre Hadot's thought in Chinese studies.

I. Philosophy in Noel’s context

During the sixteenth century in Europe, philosophy had at least two meanings. The first meaning
inherited from scholasticism considered philosophy a science encompassing metaphysics, logic, and
ethics, for example, in the works of Francisco Suarez ( 1548—1617). The second meaning referred to
the broader sense of ‘ wisdom’ in reference to the Greek tradition. In his Essays, Montaigne (1533-
1592) used the term in contrast with other disciplines, such as history or poetry, to criticize the focus
on the first layer. Montaigne famously commented on the stoic maxim “to study philosophy is to learn
to die” ( Montaigne, 1580, I.19), and encouraged the study of philosophy as a beneficial guide for

action regardless of age:

Since philosophy is that which instructs us to live, and that infancy has its lessons as well as
other ages, why is it not communicated to children sooner? [ ---] Philosophy has discourses

proper for childhood, as well as for the decrepit age of men. (Montaigne, 1580, I.25)

This tension between a systematic approach and an existential understanding goes back to the roots
of philosophy in Ancient Greece. In Platonism, Aristotelianism, and Stoicism, there is no disconnect
between searching for knowledge and moral effort: looking for Forms-Ideas is both a gnoseological and
moral process. This can be observed in the examination process as Socrates conducts it in the
Alcibiades, Apology, Meno, and Lacheés (Hadot, 2002, 198-202). ®

This two-fold perspective is consistent with how Jesuits conceived learning in the XVIIth century

(D Examination is a movement out of the soul (ex-anima) that seeks to look at things-matters-events from a new

perspective.
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and how they translated the Analects and Confucian Classics. For example, they equalized Confucian
learning (xue “#) with philosophizing and the Confucian moral ideal of the nobleman ( Junzi 75 F)
with the figure of the philosopher (Meynard, 2015, 57-60). For them, the first purpose of training in
liberal arts and philosophy was the spiritual and ethical transformation of the individual and social
subject, in Christian terms: proclaiming the gospel (Ratio Studiorum, 1599, 207). A few years after
the creation of the Society of Jesus in 1540, Jesuit colleges ( Higher Education Institutions) flourished
throughout Europe (180 colleges in 1579, 293 in 1608). In 1599, the Ratio Studiorum appeared: this
text brought together fifty years of teaching experience in these colleges, tried to meet each place’s
particular needs (the context of Messina or la Fleche is not that of Douai), and gave indications of
what helped to structure the studies. In Jesuit schools, philosophy classes were based on various
Aristotelian commentaries ( Grendler, 2017, 400). The first years of the training focused on grammar,
humanities, logic, and rhetoric, the second year on Aristotle’s Physics, and the final years on the
Metaphysics ( Grendler, 1989, 377-381 & Lohr, 1995, 80).

In Jesuit training, the role of philosophy became broader than just preparing students for theology
as it was in the Middle Ages. In the middle of religious turmoil between roman catholics and
protestants, the capacity for philosophical reflection—to acknowledge a natural layer of reality without a
reference to a supernatural end—became increasingly prominent. The contact with Chinese sources
intensified this trend ( Wolff’s discourse can be seen as an extension of this perspective ). With the
birth of modern sciences and their presence in the Jesuit curriculum, the consideration of nature as
self-consistent ( without necessarily being an emanation or dependent on a creator) invited Jesuits to
reflect further on the autonomy of secondary causes ( Gilbert, 2020, 11 & Grendler, 2017, 400).©®
Jesuit commentators on Aristotle were already not merely Thomistic but introduced elements from
Scotism, Nominalism, and Averroism in their commentaries. It is impossible not to mention the role of
Pedro da Fonseca (1528-1599), who first taught in Evora near Lisbon. Fonseca was asked to write
commentaries on Aristotle that became textbooks for Jesuits colleges throughout Europe ( Blum,
1995). Many intellectuals who trained in Jesuit colleges during the seventeenth century, including
Descartes in La Fleche (1596-1650) and Francois Noél in Douai, were educated using Fonseca’s
manuals. In his commentaries on Aristotle, Fonseca does not offer a linear analysis of Aristotle’s text
but systematically groups similar questions together ( Carvalho, 2020). Nogl's Philosophia Sinica
employs an analogous method when commenting on Chinese Classics. Fonseca also highlights the
possibility of knowing particulars, distinguishing between formal and objective knowledge , which is one
way to keep philosophy unified despite the growing tension between natural philosophy and metaphysics

on one side and ethics on the other (Gilbert, 2020, 17). Later on, with the works of Benito Pereira

(1535-1610) , it became increasingly apparent that Aristotle’s principles could not explain everything

(D The structure of the Third Treatise of the Philosophia Sinica reflects this evolution as Noél pays attention to the

secondary principles of human actions.
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and could not serve anymore as a unifying principle of knowledge. © There was a need to re-articulate
the division/connection between the different parts of the Aristotelian system (Lohr, 1995, 88).

One century later, these two layers—systematic philosophy and search for wisdom—were still
present and connected in the seventeenth century. Still, a rupture was happening between ethics and
philosophy as a science. For example, both Descartes and La Rochefoucauld (1613-1680) take a
critical stance toward a philosophy that embraces all dimensions of the search for wisdom and

knowledge ;

Philosophy triumphs easily over past evils and future evils; but present evils triumph over it.
(La Rochefoucauld, Sentences and Moral Maxims, Bund & Friswell Tr. )

I did not, however, cease to hold in high regard the academic exercises with which we
occupy ourselves in the schools. 1 knew that the languages learned there are necessary for the
understanding of classical texts; [ -+ ] that writings dealing with morals contain many lessons and
many exhortations to virtue that are very useful; that theology teaches one how to reach heaven;
that philosophy provides the means of speaking plausibly about all things and of making oneself
admired by the less learned. (Descartes, Cress Tr. , 1998, pp.3-4)

Of course, Descartes’ project also shows the split between the two dimensions of philosophy—
theory and practice—though Descartes’ temporary moral rules in the third part of the Discourse keep
ethical reflections in the loop. Even if local teachers had a relative degree of freedom in their course
content, Noél and Descartes were trained in a similar system: Coimbra’s manuals and Jesuit colleges.
Therefore, unsurprisingly, in meeting with the Chinese tradition, No&l would handle the tension
between understanding philosophy as a system of sciences and as the search for wisdom in the
Philosophia Sinica.

Later on, soon after the publication of the Philosophia Sinica and Wolff’s discourse, the term
philosophy would be denied to the Chinese tradition, as exemplified by Giambattista Vico ( Canaris,
2019, 145-163). This trend was then extended throughout the nineteenth century. For example,
between 1825 and 1830, when Hegel was teaching Chinese thought, he discussed Confucianism and
Taoism by referring respectively to the works of Jesuit missionaries and the French sinologist Jean-
Pierre Abel-Rémusat (1788-1832) ( Grifficen, 2012, 22). Hegel understood Confucianism as a state
religion but without spirit, corresponding to the first stage of development in history. According to

Hegel, Confucius was not a philosopher but only a moralist;

Hegel notes; Confucius’ remarks are °not without spirit, but there is nothing outstanding
about them. ... His books reveal a good understanding of affairs of man. However, he deals
mainly with popular morality. > Consequently: ‘one looks in vain for speculative philosophy in

Confucius for he was merely a practical statesman. > (Kim, 1978, 174)

D Recent literature on Aristotle by James G. Lennox, David Charles, Sean Kelsey, and others is tackling this exact

issue.
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In Hegel’s perspective, a split had occurred between two orientations: a moral orientation, in
which texts and reflection are oriented toward building character and helping agents to make decisions,
and a more systematic direction, which conceives philosophy in metaphysical and epistemological
terms.

By choosing to call Chinese tradition philosophy as opposed to religion or purely ethical thought,
Noél is consistent with earlier Jesuit writings on China ( Meynard, 2015). This interpretative choice
invites us to insert Noél's work on ethics within the broader context of intellectual engagement between
China and the West.

Regarding Noel, he was born on 18 August 1651. Following the plan of studies described above,
Noél studied humanities for four years in Mons ( 1664—-1668) and then philosophy for two years in the
College de Marchiennes at the University of Douai ( 1668 — 1670) which was then an important
academic center in Northern Europe. He the joined the Society of Jesus in 1670. In Douai, Noel
became familiar with a range of Aristotelian commentaries, including those produced in Coimbra
between 1592 and 1603, as he mentions them in his Philosophia Sinica ( Meynard and Canaris, 2023,
I.1 ¢ch. 11 Q.6). It is also there that he heard about Japan and Chinawhere he was sent in 1685. @

How did Noel react to his exposure to Chinese philosophy, especially regarding ethics? Let’s say a

few more words about this.

II. Noé&l's understanding of Chinese Classics

In the preface to the three treatises that constitute the Philosophia Sinica, Noél discusses the
meaning of the term philosophy in reference to the Chinese tradition. No&l qualifies that by philosophy,
he is referring not to the modern sense of it, but to the Greek style of it, according to which the search

for knowledge and wisdom are bound together without being identical ;

For [ the Ancients ], philosophy was sometimes expressed as the pursuit of correcting virtue
and thought, sometimes as the operation of correct reason and as a way of life, sometimes as the
knowledge of divine and human matters, sometimes as the intellective habitus, permanent through
wisdom and prudence and governing human actions. From this, a double-fold philosophy comes to
being: one speculative which exercises its efforts in scrutinizing the truth of things, one practical
which prescribes definitive laws in guiding the order of human action. With the help of the latter,
we reach truth; with the help of the former, we reach morality. In this work, I followed this
method of philosophy and divided the work into three parts or treatises, with the First treatise
examining mostly the truth of speculation and the second and third, the morality of operation.

(Meynard and Canaris 2023, Philosophia Sinica, Preface).

In the following lines, Nogl continues referring to Aristotle as a framework for discussing the

@ For further details on Noel's intellectual biography, see my own article in Meynard and Canaris, 2023
(forthcoming) .
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Chinese tradition. While at first, the division between the theoretical and moral dimensions seems
clear, several elements from the Chinese tradition invite him to move away from a pure Aristotelian
framework. For example, Aristotelian philosophy is not ideal for analyzing rituals and etiquette, which
are treated in the Second Treatise. This explains why he readily refers to the Platonic philosophers to

justify the structure of the three treatises

The ancient philosophers, especially the Platonists, distinguished philosophy in rational,
natural, and moral philosophy. Thus, the first treatise expresses or at least sketches rational
philosophy; the second, natural philosophy; the third, moral philosophy. (Meynard and Canaris
2023, Philosophia Sinica, preface).

The mention of the Platonic philosophers serves to reorganize the analogies between Chinese and

Western traditions. This is repeated shortly after:

Or it is said, as being in Heaven, Reason is called Law (ming %) ; as being in human
beings and other things, it is called nature (xing M) ; as being in actions, it is called the way or
the norm (Dao i) ; but it is always the same Reason (/i #2) (E). Is there not a similarity with
the opinion of the Platonic philosophers who set a triple status for things: ideal in the divine mind
[ corresponding to tian X ], natural in the production of things with the participation and

impressions of ideas [ corresponding to xing ], and rational in the human mind [ corresponding to

xin '3 ]? (Meynard and Canaris 2023, Philosophia Sinica, I.ch.II. Q.2).

For Noél, there is a correspondence between Neo-Platonism and the Confucian approach. By
creating an analogy between two understandings of human beings, Noél builds a bridge between the
conception of heart-mind (xin :[> )—a notion developed in the Mencius, a text Noel is discovering after
several years in China—and the soul (anima psukhé (vX M). Another analogy worth noting is the

connection created between reason (ratio logos N6yo C) and Ii . It is impossible to ignore here the

Neo-Confucian influence on Noél " s interpretation. If the first Jesuits in China rejected Neo-
Confucianism, this is not the case for Noél, who relied on Neo-Confucian commentaries on the Classics

and was much more interested in the Yijing and the Mencius.

No&l was aware of the criticism that such parallelism could provoke from detractors of the Jesuits’
missionary approach in China. Therefore, Nog&l carefully explains that the Chinese lack Greek
anthropomorphism and pantheism, whereby God is conceived as the soul of the world ( Meynard and
Canaris 2023, Philosophia Sinica, 1 ch. 11 Q. 6). Even if there is a risk, the parallelism between
Platonic philosophy and Chinese thought is still helpful to describe the movement as the internal
principle of things. However, human beings should remember that the “names” they give to the
principle at the foundation of reality should not be confused with the reality of this principle itself. In
fact, in both traditions, there is the consciousness that language can sometimes not grasp the most
fundamental layer of reality correctly ( Meynard, 2018, 219 -230). By departing from a pure

Aristotelian frame of interpretation and giving room to Neo-Confucian thought, Noél followed a trend in
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Europe that acknowledged the value of natural philosophy and created realities. In the Third Treatise,

this stance allows Noél to valorize Chinese tradition as almost an equivalent to Western philosophy.
While the term philosophy and references to Plato and Aristotle are almost absent from the Second

Treatise on Rites, Noél returns to them in the preface of the Third Treatise on Ethics, highlighting the

similarities between Chinese and Western thought ;

Like the ancient wise men, the Chinese do not use the method of precepts when they
philosophize. They discuss the matter, not the theory. Among them, there is use not of artificial
but of natural logic. They often mingle natural philosophy with moral matters by applying

allegorical interpretations. ( No&l, Philosophia Sinica 1II Preface, Vendé Tr. )®

These remarks from Noél need to be positioned in the mid-seventeenth-century context where the
connection between ethics and logic was discussed, as exposed in the first part of this article. For
example, in 1662, Antoine Arnauld (1612—1694) and Pierre Nicole (1625-1695)—great opponents
to the Jesuits in the Jansenist quarrel—published a treatise on logic in which they proceeded through
syllogisms and took mathematics as a “reference that should be transposed ito the study of language
statements, and reasoning” ( Marquis, Papini, Prade, 2014, 610). Of course, in such a
mathematical understanding of language, there is no room for discussion on the ethical effects of
reading Classics, whereas for Neo-Confucian authors—such as Zhu Xi 4% (1130-1200) whom Nogl
quotes abundantly—reading a book was not only an effort to accumulate knowledge but also a way to
train the will and exert the psycho-physical stuff (gi “<.). @ The humanistic tradition in which No&l was
trained in Douai would advocate for a similar purpose in learning ( Meynard and Canaris 2023,
Philosophia Sinica, 1 Preface ). Unsurprisingly, when No&l formulates the principles of his
hermeneutics for interpreting Chinese texts, he adopts the Mencian criteria; that a word or a sentence
should not be taken out of its context. ®

Consequently, Noél's exploration of Chinese tradition leads him to a new perspective on human
life understanding: integrating the notion of ¢i “X,, as prime matter—the lighter air embedded in
terrestrial things—Noé&l needs to move away from the Greek division between the soul and the body.
Indeed, Noél integrates Confucian elements and acknowledges some continuity in the constitution of

beings

Therefore, the thinnest substance of air, or rather air particles, is the matter out of which

animate and inanimate bodies of objects are made ( A). The substantial form of things is the

O  “Artificial” here refers to a logic founded on principles and rules akin to that of Aristotle. For a contemporary
evaluation on the equivalences between Aristotelian logics and Early Chinese philosophy, See Jinmei Yuan, Jinmei,
2005, 181-199). See also the works of Chris Frazer on Chinese logic in the Classical period. This debate about
the presence or not of logical reflections in Chinese Philosophy is another aspect of the discussion regarding Hegel's
statement and the reaction to it by contemporary intellectuals.

@ See my Ph. D. dissertation Cong Bijao dao Duihua: Kua Wenhua Zhexue Shiyu Xia de Zhuxi Dushufa Yanjiu
Zhongshan Daxue, 2018.

@ This perspective of the Mencius is thoroughly explored by Chun-chieh Huang, (See Huang, 2001, 15-29).
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essential reason that perfects prime matter (B). The universal efficient cause of all things is
Heaven, which is treated in the First Treatise. When used in reference to immaterial Heaven, or
God, it can be thought of as the first Cause of the Universe; when used in reference to material
heaven, it concerns the universal second cause, or rather the universal virtue ( Virtus) of the
Supreme Lord, Shangdi, (namely, the Divine Power) who dwells in Heaven and Earth, and
produces all the corporal things of the world (C), by the alternation of yang (motion) and yin
(rest), and of the five elementary principles: water, fire, wood, metal, earth ( Chinese call
these five [ 2] the original elements and describe all things, including moral matters, by the use

of these categories). (No&l, Philosophia Sinica, 111 Preface, Vendé Tr. )

Despite the criticism that should be made nowadays to the assimilation of the notion of Shangdi
with the Christian God, this passage shows how Noél is bridging the two traditions, as well as the

following ;

Now, let’s turn to ethics, which the Chinese consider their most important science. Like
Aristotle, the Chinese divide ethics into three parts: monastic, which guides man as a private
person in order to reach his private good; economic, which guides man as a member of a family in
order to achieve the good of the household; and politics, which guides man as part of a kingdom
in order to achieve the public good. We will consider here Chinese ethics in comparison with
Aristotelian ethics, that is, the ethics of the Chinese pagans in comparison with the ethics of the
pagan Aristotle. But it should be carefully [ 3] noted here that the Chinese differ significantly
from Aristotle in their treatment of the three parts of ethics, for the Chinese treat the three parts
using maxims alone without order or method, according to the occasion. Therefore, it was quite
difficult to reduce all those dispersed branches to the Aristotelian framework. (No&l, Philosophia
Sinica, 1II Preface, Vendé Tr. ).

In other terms, Nogl uses Aristotle’s thoughts to organize Chinese insights. Still, regarding the
content of Chinese ethics, he gives the same value to Chinese authors as to Aristotle. This parallelism

will continue all along the Third Treatise. Echoing the tension between practical (natural) philosophy

and theoretical (revealed) philosophy, Noél's reflections remain at the level of natural reason, which
undeniably enjoys a certain autonomy and value. To some extent, if the Christian God created the
Chinese culture, and if the Christian God desires to meet with fully human persons—educated in a
culture that helped them to become more humane—then self-cultivating, achieving some human
excellence, as Aristotle and Neo-Confucianism support it must be of some value in the eyes of the

Christian God, even if this process does not rely on biblical revelation. German readers of Noel, like

Christian Wolff, did not miss this point. Therefore, No&l s attempt to integrate Neo-Confucian
interpretation of human life in a Christian frame is consistent with his theological assumptions. But, of

course, several assumptions are projected on Confucian Classics here.

Even though Noel’s interpretation of Confucianism is impossible to hold nowadays, his effort is an
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invitation to reconsider the status of the Confucian tradition in the history of Western philosophy.
Noél's historical contribution echoes and contrasts contemporary philosophical reflections on Chinese
tradition. The works and research of Pierre Hadot on Ancient Greek philosophy and his understanding

of philosophy as a practice will help us to achieve that.

ITI. Hadot and Noel’s on Philosophy as a practice

In the past decades, Pierre Hadot's expression “philosophy as a way of life” has often been used
by Chinese philosophers and Sinologists in reaction to Hegel s denigration of Chinese philosophy
mentioned at the end of the first part of this article.

In a book published in 2019, Philosophy as the education of Adulis ( La philosophie comme I’
éducation des Adultes) , several unpublished or ignored texts by Pierre Hadot (1922-2010) are edited
together. One of the interlocutors of Hadot in this collection of articles is Hilary Putnam, who sees
philosophy as having the ability to change our perceptions by challenging and re-evaluating our
everyday assumptions and beliefs about the world. According to Hadot, by challenging traditional views
of realism and meaning, Putnam argues that philosophy can help us to re-evaluate our perceptions and
beliefs and to see the world in a new and different way. Putnam also believes that philosophy can help
us understand our perceptions ~ limitations and recognize that there may be multiple ways of
understanding and interpreting the world ( Hadot, 2019, 179). This is consistent with Ancient Greek
philosophy views (and part of Neo-Confucianism).

In antiquity, many Greek philosophers sought to influence the way of life of their followers ( Plato,
Republic 618¢) and make them live life as fully human, and even sometimes even at the limit of
humanity (for example, in Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics). The philosopher does not teach disciples
a particular skill, he does not prepare them for a specific profession, but he seeks to transform their
sensibility,, character, and way of seeing the world or relating to other human beings. This process
always takes into consideration the moment and circumstances of relationships. (Hadot, 2019, 182).
This joins with Putnam’s critics of a philosophy that is only for specialists ( Scholasticism and
Hegelianism ) preoccupied with deconstructing or constructing systems. This kind of philosophy ignores
the last end of reason, i.e. , the search for wisdom and becoming fully human. According to Hadot,
the philosophy that interests every human being is a cosmic philosophy of the world where autonomous
existence, in connection with the whole, is possible. As for thinking by oneself, it supposes a
minimum of confidence in one’s ability to produce logos alone. This presupposes the ability to put

oneself in the place of others:

To educate oneself, to become an adult is to ‘ universalize’ oneself, at the same time to put

oneself in the place of others, but, perhaps also, to re-situate oneself in the universe. ( Hadot,

2019, 188) (my translation from French).

This conception of philosophy and ethics can be connected with Noel’s statement about Confucian
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philosophy. According to Hadot, at the heart of every philosophical enterprise is a transformative
experience. Ancient Greek philosophy was first understood not as a reflection on logic and metaphysics
but as the choice of a community and a style of relationships. These two elements appear to be very
similar to Confucius’s project about becoming a noble person (junzi 7 ) by completing humanity
(ren 17), i. e., by choosing a style of interpersonal relationship ( Ames and Hall, 1995).
Consequently, in ancient Greece, to join a school of philosophy was also to enter a process of
transformation of the ‘self’ , whether through study and learning or spiritual exercises (spiritual in the
sense that they were exercises of the intellect, not in the sense of religious practices). All these
exercises were attempts to overcome the partial ‘self’ to reach a more universal ‘self’ and adjust to
the world around us (Hadot, 1995, 276ss).

Consequently, there is no fundamental difference between ethics and any other aspect of
philosophy. In that sense, the modern definition of ethics regarding the rightness and wrongness of
actions is problematic ( Hadot, 2001, 129). Ethics should rather be understood as a reflection on
achieving the best life possible and how to transform ourselves by identifying a greater good in our
lives. For example, in the Timaeus, Plato explains how the most excellent part of the human being—
which can be likened to the thinnest air in Noél’s understanding of Chinese philosophy—always tries to
put itself in agreement with the world around the subject. As such, what happens to us or whatever we
do in daily life is inseparable from the possibility of philosophizing, i. e., being transformed by the
investigation of things to know their coherences ( Gewu giongli ¥%¥)55#) , which, as No&l mentions,
is a key principle in the Neo-Confucian project. To put it bluntly, according to Hadot, there is no

separation between everyday life and philosophy:

Philosophy is not an activity reserved for a contemplative who remains in his study and which
would cease as soon as he leaves it or as soon as he leaves his desk, but rather it is an absolutely

daily activity. (Hadot, 2001, 133), (My translation from French).

This perspective can be applied to No&l’s presentation of the Confucian tradition.

Based on the Neo-Confucian program of self-cultivation, Noél explains that the perfection of the
intellect in the soul “consists in attaining the perfect knowledge of good and evil , which is acquired when
all the inner and outer, that is, intrinsic and extrinsic, more subtle and rudimentary, higher and lower
reasons of things and nature, are carefully evaluated and clearly penetrated, duly distinguishing truth
from falsehood , honesty from shame, light from shadow” (No&l, Philosophia Sinica, 111 Ch.II Q. 3,
Vendé Tr. ). Here, to know is not only to understand the reasons (/i B), or in a contemporary
translation, the patterns or coherences of things, events, and actions, but to know their moral value
and choose accordingly ( Angle and Tiwald, 2017, 29). It’s a knowledge that affects the will
depending on its habits ( No&l, Philosophia Sinica, 111 Ch.1I Q.4). For Noél—and this is consistent
with the seventeenth-century framework—these natural and moral layers of cognition lead to a
metaphysical knowledge: “for then our intellect acquires complete clarity and its ultimate perfection.

Then he who knows the natures and reasons of things properly, immediately understands also what
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Heaven or the Lord of Heaven is” ( No&l, Philosophia Sinica, 111 Ch. II Q. 3, Vendé Tr. ). The
quotation (E) that supports this affirmation comes from Zhang Juzheng's ( 5 J&1F) commentary on the
Great Learning (daxue K2¢). This locates No&l in conversation with a Confucian perspective where
knowing something is not morally neutral ( Chen Lisheng, 2015).

On this point, Nogl is an example of someone transformed by learning the Confucian Classics. He
did not only follow former Jesuits’ presentation of Confucianism, but by changing his perspective on
Neo-Confucianism, he also gave room to Zhu Xi’s interpretation of the Classics ( Meynard and Canaris ,
2023). Integrating the Neo-Confucian program of self-cultivation in his Ethics, Noel puts a focus on
practice in order to transform how the knowing subject relates to the world: “As the property of the ear
is to hear, and the eye to see; so it is a property of the intellect to know and penetrate the reasons of
things so that it can distinguish honesty from disgrace in things either heard or seen. But in the good and
stable practice of this intellectual faculty consists the sublime dignity of wise men, by which they are
distinguished from unwise little men (D)” (Noél, Philosophia Sinica 111 Ch. II Q. 3, Vendé Tr. ).
Noél refers to the Confucian idea that human beings are equals by nature but differ by practice
(Analects 17.2).

Understanding philosophy as an exercise where the moral effort of knowing truly transforms the
heart-mind is not foreign to the first meaning of philosophy I described previously in the first part of this
article and thanks to Hadot’s understanding of philosophy.

This also explains why Pierre Hadot’s perspective caught the attention of contemporary Chinese
scholars investigating Confucianism. Indeed, part of contemporary research assumes that philosophical
work implies a transformation operated by the action of philosophizing, i. e. , by studying and exploring
Classics. This transformation can be observed in Nogl's trajectory: he changed his mind regarding the
interpretation of Neo-Confucianism, changing from rejection to acceptance. Nog&l's attempt to bridge
traditions constitutes a historical witness of cultural encounters between Europe and Confucianism at
this level of understanding philosophy: philosophizing as a moral transformation.

Hadot’s perspective does not only echo Noél and Zhu Xi's perspectives. It also influenced thinkers
reflecting on the Western tradition, like Michel Foucault, and researchers focusing on the Chinese
tradition, starting with people investigating early Confucianism. The contemporary reach of Francois

Noél's Philosophia Sinica will become more apparent after an excursus on how contemporary scholars of

Chinese philosophy understood Hadot’s legacy.

IV. Chinese Philosophy as a practice®

Hadot and Pre-Qin Sources

In 2005, the German Sinologist, Roetz referred to Hadot’s book, Philosophy as a Way of Life,

@ A summary of this paragraph has been published in the Macau Ricci Institute Journal, May 2022, Issue 9.
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when introducing the different arguments usually used to describe Chinese tradition as non-
philosophical. According to Roetz, many elements of ancient Greek philosophy, as defined by Hadot,

suit the Chinese tradition:

What Hadot writes about ancient Western philosophy could equally be found in some of the
standard descriptions of Chinese non-philosophy. [ -] According to Hadot, the exclusively
theoretical understanding of philosophy is due to its medieval degradation to a helping discipline
for theology. It is a phenomenon of decay and not in the intention of its founders. In his appeal to
open a discussion on the “definition of philosophy proper again”. Hadot refers to nobody else but

Immanuel Kant, who has also tried to preserve the antique element of orientation of life in

philosophy (Roetz, 2005, 57-58; see also Roetz, 1993).

Therefore , if we take a broad definition of philosophy as a search for ( concrete) wisdom, several
practices of Chinese tradition can fit in. For Roetz, philosophy as an effort towards universalization and

as a process of becoming humane must be able to embrace different culturally situated reflections ;

The question as to whether or not Chinese philosophy holds a universalist potential is of
importance not only for China, but also for ourselves. It cannot be all the same to us whether
humaneness and human dignity are nothing but the prejudice of a specific civilization, and have
only relative validity in consequence, or whether they are based on interculturally shared

convictions. (Roetz, 1993, 6)

Here, Roetz, following Hadot, is linking early Confucianism and Greek philosophy, a connection
which Noél, borrowing from the hermeneutical practices of his Jesuit forebears, articulates in the
prefaces of the First and Third Treatises of the Philosophia sinica.

Scholars have leaned on Hadot's thought not only to demonstrate the universal potential of Chinese
tradition as a philosophy concerned with daily life and to justify the use of the term philosophy to
describe Chinese tradition but also to create a contrast between Western and Chinese philosophical
texts. For example, in 2012, Carine Defoort, when describing how anecdotes in the Zhuangzi manifest
a process in which dialogues with masters transform the practice and experience of disciples, she makes

a comparison with how Hadot and Foucault describe Hellenistic practices and conversations ;

But even though these stories clearly celebrate the transformation in practice and experience
brought about by the strange meetings between masters and disciples, they also seem to mock
pedantic scholars and confident healers. Zhuangzi knew well the health specialists and physicists,
Ru and Mo masters, future-tellers, or other teachers to whom his contemporaries went for advice
or training. [ ---] But for Zhuangzi, these various specialists were trying too hard and wanting too
much, like the shaman predicting everybody’s future. The teaching events are therefore also far
away from the daily exercises and stringent discipline that Michel Foucault and Pierre Hadot

describe in Cynic, Stoic, and Epicurean circles. ( Defoort, 2012, 475).

The part of Hadot’s research cited above is about *transformation of life” through exercise
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discipline. Jiang Dandan 2%} J} also adopts this comparative perspective between Hadot and the
Zhuangzi. Hadot himself spoke about some convergence between the Zhuangzi and ancient Greek

philosophy :

I have long been very reluctant with regard to the comparative studies [ --]. Now I have
changed my mind a little, finding indisputable analogies between Chinese thought and Greek
philosophy. I talked about the attitude of indifference towards things, as a kind of stoic attitude;
one could also add the notion of instant enlightenment. 1 explain these ‘ analogies’, not by
historical exchanges, but by the fact that similar spiritual attitudes can be found in different
cultures. Sometimes I found in Chinese thought formulas that seemed more illuminating than
anything you could find in Greek philosophy, for example, to describe the situation of
unconsciousness in which we live, the picture of the frog in the well or of the fly in the bottom of
a large barrel, ‘ignoring the universe in its entirety grandiose’ as Zhuangzi said. But I cannot

speak as a specialist of Chinese thought, (Hadot, 2001, 228, My translation from French).

The association of Hadot with Foucault would become commonplace in scholarship. However, as

Michael Chase makes us remember, there is still a difference between Hadot’'s and Foucault’s

perspectives on ancient philosophy :

The point of Hadot's concept of philosophy as a way of life is not, as in Foucault's adaptation
of Hadot’s thought, merely to fashion a self that is aesthetically pleasing [ ---]. Instead, by

changing our way of looking at the world, we are to transform ourselves to the point of becoming

fully integrated beings. (Chase, 2013, 267)

In other words, for Hadot, ancient philosophy involved practice and exercise to transform how
students view the world and react to it. It is about becoming more flexible, better perceiving oneself in
the whole world, and interacting with the other elements.

There is a particular resonance between Hadot’s reflections on ancient Greek philosophy and

Noél’s approach to Chinese philosophy. Noél went beyond his Jesuit forebears’ presentation of ancient
Chinese tradition by giving room to the Neo-Confucian interpretation of the Chinese classics. He let
himself begin to be transformed by reading the Classics, especially the Yijing and the Mencius
(Meynard & Canaris, 2023).

To understand philosophy as an exercise in which the heart-mind is transformed by the moral effort
of attaining true knowledge is not foreign to the first meaning of philosophy described above. This
explains why Hadot’s perspective has also captured contemporary Western and Chinese scholars
investigating Neo-Confucianism.

Philosophizing and Neo-Confucianism

Contemporary scholars investigating Neo-Confucianism also make the connection between Hadot's
definition of philosophy and Chinese tradition. For example, when Stephen Angle and Justin Tiwald

introduce Neo-Confucianism and reflect on its meaning for philosophy, their definition of philosophy is
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very similar to that of Hadot

Philosophy is systematic reflection on our existence, seeking to answer questions like ‘ What
is our place in the cosmos?’ or ‘ How should we best live our lives?’ For many philosophers—
very much including the Greeks who stood at the beginnings of western philosophy—the asking

and answering of such questions was part of a philosophical way of life: that is, philosophy is not

confined to abstract, intellectual pursuits but is implemented in one’s daily life. ( Angle &

Tiwald, 2017, 5)

Angle and Tiwald did not want to superimpose pre-existing Western categories on the Chinese
tradition but still regarded Neo-Confucians as being committed to posing similar philosophical
questions. For Neo-Confucians such as Zhu Xi, studying books and reflecting on them had to effect
change in ordinary life, ‘something’ had to be practiced. Through exercise, the subject’s identity

could be rebuilt.

From 2002 to 2003, a reading group on Hadot's book, Philosophy as a Way of Life, was held by
Tu Weiming FH4EB] at the Harvard-Yenching Institute. Hilary Putnam also mentioned Hadot in his

classes, and many Chinese scholars took an interest in Hadot's approach. Chung-Yi Cheng %B%% X,

then visiting scholar at the Harvard-Yenching Institute, was inspired by this interest in Hadot s
thought. In his book Ruxue, zhexue yu xiandai shijie ff 2 P2 5t A ( Confucianism ,
Philosophy and Modern World, 2010) explains in reference to Hadot :

It is necessary to know that because of modern Western philosophy standards, many different
modes of philosophizing present in the Western tradition have been cast outside the philosophical

field. (Cheng, Chung-yi, 2010, 27, original quotation in Chinese, my translation here)

He then insists that Neo-Confucianism aims at shaping life as a philosophical life according to

Hadot's definition of philosophy. This view resurfaced years later in 2016 when Chung-Yi Cheng

presented how the exercise of reading Confucian classics was for Zhu Xi a process of self-cultivation ;

To Zhu Xi, self-cultivation itself mainly rests on the efforts to investigate things or affairs and
to arrive at knowing (gewu zhizhi #4913 %= ) , and the reading of the Confucian Classics is one of
the most important ways to do so. Given that Zhu Xi insisted that reading should combine both TA
[ Theorizing Approach] and EA [ Existential Approach ], what one can get from the texts is not
merely conceptual knowledge but embodied knowledge that will necessitate the unity of knowing
and acting (zhixing heyi %n474—). Interestingly enough, I find it very similar to what Pierre
Hadot reminded us about the ancient Greek conception of philosophy. According to Hadot, the
ancient Greek conception of philosophy comprises two parts; philosophy as a philosophical
discourse and philosophy as a way of life. [ ---] Here we see how, surprisingly the Eastern and

Western wisdom converge at the same point. ( Cheng, Chung-yi. 2016, 116-117)

When reading the Confucian classics, Chung-Yi Cheng highlights a necessary connection between
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two dimensions: philosophical discourse (theorizing approach) and way of life ( existential approach).
Hadot’s thought is invoked here to counterbalance a modern approach that disconnects these dimensions
when the tension between both polarities would have always been present in the Western tradition ( see
first part) .

Another scholar then in residence at Havard-Yenching Institute was Peng Guoxiang #Z [E#}]. In
the seventh chapter of his book Rujia chuantong : zongjiao yu renwenzhuyi zhi jian G FKALHE 525
ANSCFE X ZME (The Confucian tradition: crossing religion and humanism, 2007) , Peng uses Hadot's
research to contrast self-cultivation in ancient Greek philosophy with the Confucian tradition. Peng
relies on Philosophy as a Way of Life (1995). In this chapter, Peng wants to demonstrate that
Confucian traditional self-cultivation is not only a process of spiritual training but also implies both
physical and mental effort (Peng, 2007:232). This kind of exercise regards the physical dimension of
human life positively. Secondly, Peng also seeks to show that Confucian self-cultivation does not imply
a separation between wisdom and practice. Confucian self-cultivation does not understand ordinary life
as an obstacle; instead, from the perspective of Confucian moral effort, daily life and social
commitments are an opportunity to train the body and mind. Peng then makes a summary of Hadot’s
books and notes that both the self-cultivation and therapeutic dimensions in ancient Greek philosophy
can be found as one of the main topics in Neo-Confucianism, which from this point of view is a
religious tradition, a notion that Peng defines thanks to Tu Weiming's and definition, as ‘the way of
ultimate self-transformation (Peng, 2007, 8).

The last example of a scholar resident during this period at the Harvard Yengching Institute is
Chen Lisheng Bf37. k. In his article “ The significance of sitting quietly for Confucian self-cultivation”
(Lisheng, 2014) , he explains that Hadot's but also of Foucault's researches have inspired extensive
research on the different aspects of self-cultivation in Confucian learning, including sitting quietly
(jingzuo FHAL) .

The third line of Hadot's thought connected with China concerns Chinese scholars investigating
Hadot’s thought and its significance for the Western tradition (and not only Chinese philosophy). In
2012, Zhang Xian 7K %E published a Chinese translation of Hadot’s What is Ancient Philosophy?
Similarly, in 2014 Jiang Dandan Z£F}J} published a translation of Hadot's Philosophy as a Way of
Life. Reacting against those focused only on logic or linguistic approaches to philosophy, both scholars
emphasize a form of philosophy that is not merely an abstract theoretical game (even if this dimension
is essential and should be kept) but also deeply embedded in practice ( Zhang, 2012; Jiang, 2015).

In sum, Hadot's Philosophy as a Way of Life has been used in connection with Confucian studies,
Chinese philosophy, or philosophy in China in different ways first by scholars who wanted to show that
there is a philosophical-universal dimension in Chinese tradition ( Roetz, Angle, Tiwald), second by
scholars who use it to contrast Chinese Tradition whether with Daoism ( Defoort, Jiang Dandan) or
Neo-Confucianism ( Chung-yi Cheng, Peng Guoxiang, Chen Lisheng) and third by scholars who

research Western philosophy (Zhang Xian, Jiang Dandan). Interestingly, all the scholars mentioned a
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desire not to define philosophy as a science in a narrow sense but also with an existential layer. Still,
this points out that the Western philosophical tradition is not monolithic, i. e. , the modern definition of
philosophy refers only to one phase of European philosophy. Besides, all these authors assume that
intellectual work takes into account a transformation operated by the action of philosophizing, i.e. , by
studying and exploring Classics which has been the case of Frangois Noé&l with the Greek and Chinese

classics.
The transformation can be observed in Nogl’s trajectory: No&l changed his mind regarding the

interpretation of Neo-Confucianism, changing from rejection to acceptance. Noél's attempt to bridge
traditions constitutes a historical attempt to bridge traditions at this level of understanding philosophy :
philosophizing as a moral transformation.

In this article, 1 have been describing the transformation experienced by Francgois Noél in his
exposure to Confucian texts. After his training in a neo-scholastic system, he was sent to China for
fifteen years and there changed his assessment of Neo-Confucanism. This can be observed in the
ethical part of the Philosophia Sinica (1711) and requires going back to an understanding of
philosophy as Pierre Hadot developed it, a process that does not disconnect theoretical research and
ethical transformation. In the last part, I developed how considering philosophy as a transformative
process is consistent with contemporary Chinese Philosophy research by exploring Pierre Hadot s
reception in Chinese studies and the application of his thought framework to Chinese resources.

Philosophy in Europe—especially for people in-between different traditions in the seventeenth-
eighteenth centuries like Frangois Noél—has never been only a matter of logical or formal games, even
if it was a part of it. It was a matter of searching for knowledge, acknowledging the value and autonomy

of the natural realm, opening the path to spiritual-religious transformation, and letting texts from a

tradition refine one’s character.

In the case of Frangois Noél, acknowledging the value of the natural realm or rationality through
an Aristotelian framework also opened a door for communication with foreign traditions, especially the
Neo-Confucian interpretation of the Chinese Classics. Consequently, whether in the Ancient Greek or
Chinese Tradition, the students who engage in Confucian learning or the search for wisdom will be
subjectively affected by the process. Finally, all the authors mentioned in the fourth part know there is
always a risk in comparative or cross-cultural approaches of forcing one tradition into the categories of
other culturally situated perspectives.

Was Francgois Noél aware of this risk? Yes and No.

Yes, because Noél continuously highlights the differences between European and Confucian
traditions. Yet he is transformed by the Chinese Classics he has been engaging, especially the Yijing
and the Mencius and their Neo-Confucian commentaries. This was the case for the hermeneutical
criteria he used to read a text and the moral value of searching for knowledge. It will also be confirmed
by the cross-cultural understanding of the human being developed by Noél in the third part of the

Philosophia Sinica.
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No, because in what I have been describing, Noél is trying to present Confucian tradition to a
European audience far away from it and in a context of controversy. To choose an Aristotelian
framework to present Chinese thought cannot but project the tension between natural ( creatures) and
supernatural (creator) layers on a tradition that does not think in these terms. Noél is trying to deal
with this challenge when he creates a parallelism between Confucian tradition and Aristotle in
Metaphysics and Ethics. Both traditions could have the same value at a natural level. By doing so,
Noél introduces the novelty of a continuum between material and immaterial and between soul and
body, something that theologians could wrongly understand as pantheism or materialism. For Noé&l, the

purpose was less to argue on the connection between the search for wisdom and the systematic effort of

knowledge than to show that the Jesuit’s strategy—acknowledging the value of Confucian orthodox
tradition—was consistent with orthodox Christian theology against his detractors. Unfortunately, even if
they come from them, orthodox thoughts do not cope well with hybrids.

This observation leads us back to the inherited debate on the nature of the Confucian tradition from

an anthropological point of view: is it possible to become more human thanks to the symbolic resources

of “foreign” traditions, especially in one’s ethics? The answer in No&l's life and works is definitely
yes. In that sense, there is a universal value of Confucian Classics for anyone who wants to become

(more) human.
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The Articulation of Confucianism in United Nations’ Deliberations and the Integration with
Culturally Compatible Perspectives on Human Rights Yi Tao

Abstract: Since the establishment of the United Nations Human Rights Commission, the Chinese
representative Zhang Pengchun has borrowed from Confucian culture to advocate for the Confucian
concept of benevolence, which was later written into the first article of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Based on historical records and Confucian theoretical interpretation, the perspective of
cultural-compatible human rights can be extracted from the first article. Both of them share a common
historical origin and Confucianism basis, and the underlying theoretical support is the problem-oriented
approach and optimal solution strategy. The first article is a framework for accommodating cultural
diversity, aiming to provide a more enlightened basic principle for shaping the order of international
relations. Based on this premise, the goal of the cultural-compatible human rights perspective is to use
Confucian culture to promote harmonious coexistence of various cultures, including Confucianism. At
the level of equal rights, the perspective of cultural-compatible human rights also receives a dual
endorsement from Confucianism both internally and externally. The integration of human rights and
Confucian culture can show the expansion of the theoretical framework of the latter, and the theory of
expanding framework would negate the theory of returning to the past.

Keywords: universal declaration of human rights; Confucian culture; Zhang Pengchun,

culturally accommodating view on human rights; equal rights

Life Phenomenology: The Phenomenological Dimension of Life Confucianism Huang Yushun

Abstract; Life Confucianism, of course, is Confucianism, but there is a profound internal
connection between it and phenomenology. Therefore, it can be called “life phenomenology” , which is
a Chinese Confucian form of phenomenology. “Life” , as the “phenomenon” of “the thing itself” (Die
Sache selbst) , is the “Being” notion of “pre-beings” , that is, “Life is Being, and there is no other
being outside of Life”. However, This “Being” or “Life” is not Heidegger's concept of “being”
(Sein) and “existence” ( Existenz), but the original concept contained in the Chinese language of
“sheng” , “huo”, “cun” and “zai” , which is the life perception of the Chinese ancestors. Moreover,
it is “the undifferentiated” of this notion of “Life” or “Being” and the Confucian notion of
“benevolence” or “love” , which is a pre-being and pre-analytical notion of “one integrated mass” .
Therefore, as the “learning of benevolence” , Life Phenomenology is “Benevolent Phenomenology”.
Because of this, Life Phenomenology is ultimately Confucianism.

Keywords: Confucianism; Life Confucianism; phenomenology; Life Phenomenology

The Breakthrough of Metaphysics: The Transcendent Ontology of Life Confucianism as an
Example Ren Jiantao

Abstract; The prosperity of contemporary Confucian studies is remarkable. However, it is a
challenging problem to match the diversified presentation of Confucianism with the directional decision
of Confucianism. In this regard, the dilemma of Confucianism in the midst of its prosperity has become
more and more visible: whether Confucianism can be transformed from traditional Confucianism to
modern Confucianism, and whether Confucianism can maintain its ancient and unchanging doctrinal
structure of completeness have become the fundamental dilemmas to which modern Confucianism needs

to give theoretical answers and practical solutions. Modern Neo-Confucianism seems to give a split
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program: from the modern situation, Confucianism indicates the acceptance of democracy and science ;
from the comparative philosophical point of view, Confucianism is a more consummate system than
Western philosophy. This is a way of looking at the Metaphysical and physical of the form separately.
Mainland Neo-Confucianism, on the other hand, recognizes that Confucianism is a self-contained
system, and that there is no need to make concessions to the West on the subject of form and form, and
that it is necessary to stick to the perfect position of classical Confucianism. This is a path of
unification between the top and bottom of the form. Huang Yushun’s Life Confucianism and its
ontological construction try to ease the tension between the two: he takes the theoretical construction of
the Life Confucianism system as the basic orientation, firstly, he takes the body as the body to open up
the spirit of ancient and modern Confucianism; at the same time, he takes the body as the medium to
dredge up the channel for the change of Confucianism between the ancient and modern worlds; and
then he establishes a path for the reconstruction of Confucianism in modern times by means of the
transcendentalist interpretation. This is a kind of ontological reconstruction that tries to adapt to modern
times, which is a sign of the metaphysical breakthrough of Confucianism. However, in the anti-
metaphysical atmosphere, how to prove the smoothness of its path is still a difficult problem.

Keywords : overall dilemma; Life Confucianism; metaphysics; transcendence; Huang Yushun

The Lost Way of Life Confucianism: From Rejection to Intentional Reconstruction of the
External Transcendence Li Zhangyin

Abstract: Huang Yushun's Life Confucianism rebuilt Confucianism with life, existence and Being
as its basic concepts, which has a strong Heideggerian color. However, Life Confucianism is not to
interpret Confucianism by phenomenology, but to integrate Confucianism and phenomenology from the
primordial life. At the beginning, like Heidegger's phenomenology, Life Confucianism has no intention
to construct any external transcendence, but the differences in its basic concepts lead Life
Confucianism finally to construct an external transcendence. This reconstruction is due to its hidden
problems in its basic concepts, which is inconsistent with the requirements of our times, and means a
lost way of thinking. True transcendence is neither internal nor external, but a holistic one in the
belonging-together of existence and Being.

Keywords: Life Confucianism; Heidegger's phenomenology; misunderstanding; external

transcendence ; internal transcendence; lost way

The Compilation of Rituals and the Literary Spirit of the Tang Dynasty Jin Xin
Abstract: The development and changes of Confucian thought in the Tang Dynasty were first
reflected in the reshaping of the ritual system. During the period from Taizong to Xuanzong, the
successive compilation of the three rituals, “Zhenguan Rituals”, “Xianqging Rituals” and “Kaiyuan
Rituals” , made the ritual system of the Tang Dynasty more complete, and also found integration and
unity for the divided Confucian thought in the Southern and Northern Dynasties. At the same time, as
a large number of literati participated in the compilation of rituals and the practice of ritual activities,
the relationship between Confucianism and literature gradually moved from tension to fusion. The shift
from chapters to principles in Confucianism also increasingly called for participation of literature. As a
result, the identities of literati and Confucian scholars were gradually unified into “ literary
Confucian”. This phenomenon established the basic spirit of literature in the Tang Dynasty, especially
had a direct impact on the rise of retro literary thought since the prosperous Tang Dynasty, and
promoted the spiritual transformation of the scholar-bureaucrat since the prosperous Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty ;rituals ; Confucianism ; literature ; spiritual transformation
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A Study of Ritual-debate Texts from the Tang to the Northern Song Dynasty Zhang Ren

Abstract: From the Tang to the Northern Song Dynasty, the official discussion of ritual produced
a large number of ritual-debate texts which involved many national events and of which the practicality
far exceeded the aesthetic value. The ritual-debate text was a kind of literary form that was commonly
used from the subordinate to the superior, and there was a basic structure including the reason, citing

the imperial edict, the official title and name, the main body discussion, the end formula. The official

factors and academic characters of ritual-debate texts stipulated the authors’ identities and narrowed it
down, thus strengthening their identity awareness and stylistic awareness. While some applied literary
forms such as Biao and Qi had changed with the times, the ritual-debate text adhered to its original
stylistic features and laid the intellectual and theoretical foundation for the literary writing of the Five
Rituals.

Keywords: from the Tang to the Northern Song Dynasty; ritual-deliberation; five Rituals; style

From “Master of Literature” to “ Guest of Participation” ; The Transformation of Confucius’
Image and the Construction of Orthodoxy in the Tang Dynasty Wu Lingjie

Abstract; The image of Confucius changed considerably in the first and second half of the Tang
Dynasty. In the pre-Tang Confucius more than the image of cultural saints appeared in all kinds of
edicts, the emperor also through the worship of Confucius achieved respect for Confucianism, the

implementation of the purpose of education, especially the Xuanzong canonized Confucius for the King
of Wenxuan, will be upgraded to the status of Confucianism’s supreme position, and in the portrait of

the emperor’s coronet for the symbol of the dress, making Confucius become a symbol of Confucianism,
and Laozi and the head of the three teachings. To the late Tang Confucius is more to “Yu Bin” image

appeared in a variety of edicts, which is inseparable from the turbulent situation, the emperor in order

to stabilize people’s hearts, maintain the rule, had to expand the scope of preferential treatment, so the
high prestige of Confucius will enter the field of vision, after praising Confucius, will be listed
alongside the two kings and three scruples, which not only is a review of the Han dynasty will be
Confucius is not only the recognition of the Han Dynasty will be regarded as “after the Yin Shang”,
listed as two kings and three scruples, but also hope to use the reputation of the saint after the world to
show that the orthodoxy is, to maintain their own rule.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty Bin Ritual; image of Confucius; Taoism; Yu Bin

A Discussion on the Differences and Complementarities between Confucianism and Daoism in
the Idea of Governance and Philosophy of Heaven and Human Zhang Weiwen

Abstract; While Confucianism and Daoism have distinctive features in thought and practice, they
are also compatible and complementary. Negating the value orientation of Confucianism’s benevolence,
righteousness, etiquette, and music is never the real purpose of Daoism, but precisely its pursuit of
ziran and wuwet, which can provide a mechanism for the practice of Confucianism and point out the
principles that it should follow. Daoism’s emphasis on tranquility and wuwei is also aimed at achieving
a truly pure and beautiful civilisation of benevolence, righteousness, integrity and etiquette in the
actual world, which lays a solid foundation for the interoperability and complementarity between the
two. Philosophical differences between Confucianism and Daoism in their ideas of governance are based
on the difference between their view of “Heaven and Human”. Although Confucianism and Daoism’s
views of Heaven and Humans either emphasize the naturalness of heaven or the benevolence and
righteousness of human ethics, both of them have the internal drive to match and integrate heaven and
humans and thus can complement and integrate with each other. The complementarity of Confucianism

and Daoism also has direct influences on the formation of the basic characteristics of traditional Chinese
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philosophy.
Keywords: Confucianism and Daoism; idea of governance; philosophy of Heaven and Human;

differences; complementarity

For National Governance: An Important Goal of Confucius to Organize the Six Classics
Mao Ruifang
Abstract; Confucius’s compilation of the Six Classics is the first historical event to systematically
organize ancient documents in ancient Chinese history. Adhering to the concept of “telling but not
doing” , Confucius deleted and chose the Poems and Books, fixed the Rites and Music, revised the
Spring and Autumn, prefaced the Yi. Confucius’ goal of compiling the Six Classics can be summarized
as “To Inherit Culture” , “To Compile Teaching Books” and “Do it for National Governance” , and the
three theories are integrated and multifaceted with a clear logical relationship: “ To Inherit Culture” is
the basis, “ To Compile Teaching Books” is the form, and “ Do it for National Governance” is the
goal. Confucius’s making the new editions of the Six books of ancient classics actually was a conscious
idea and far-reaching consideration. Therefore, the history of ancient Chinese literature is not only the
history of text production, evolution and the practice of giving a new edition of it or the research on
those works but also the history of their interaction with society, politics and culture. The work of
sorting out ancient Chinese books has been genetically inherited since ancient times, formed a fine
tradition, and has the characteristics of the times.
Keywords: Confucius; Qin Shi Huang; Emperor Wu of Han; give new editions of six classics;

for national governance

Why Li Zehou Unifies Confucius, Marx and Kant Zhu Hanmin

Abstract: In the academic world, Li Zehou has been labelled as a “neo-Marxist”, neo-
Kantian” , and “neo-Confucian” , which indicates the plurality and This indicates the pluralism and
contemporaneity of Li’s thought. Li Zehou s thought system encompasses three aspects, namely,
traditional Chinese thought, Western thought and Marxism, which are in fact a kind of mutual
interpretation and complementary relationship. The “historical ontology of anthropology” he completed
in his later years makes it clear that this system is based on Confucius and absorbs and digests Kant
and Marx, which is very close to the Song Confucianism’s path of constructing ideas based on Confucius
and absorbing and digesting Buddha and Lao. Therefore, in his later years, Li Zehou called his
constructed system of thought as “New Way of the Inner Sage and the Outer Ruler” and understood it
as the modern development of the fourth period of Confucianism, which demonstrated his self-academic
orientation.

Keywords: Li Zehou; Confucius; Kant; Marx; new way of the inner sage and the outer ruler

Cosmopolitan View on Contemporary Development of Confucianism Guo Yi

Abstract; The mission of the development of contemporary Confucianism is to construct the third
paradigm of Confucianism after the original Confucianism and Neo-Confucianism by reconstructing the
view of orthodoxy, Classic System and philosophical system. The aim of this contemporary Confucian
paradigm should not be limited to absorbing democracy and science, but should instead construct a
thought system with truly cosmopolitan vision and human care. The Dao is actually the fundamental
value system of humanity formed in the axial age, while orthodoxy refers to the tradition established
through establishing and inheriting this system. Therefore, contemporary Confucianism should be based
on both Tian-ren orthodoxy and ren-Tian orthodoxy in traditional Confucianism. Following the
principles of seeking common ground while preserving differences and integrating various influential

value systems established in the axial age into a new organic whole. The Confucian Classic System also
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needs corresponding adjustments and expansions to form a new system with traditional Confucian Five
Classics and Seven Scriptures as core classics, reflecting other axial civilizations especially Western
civilization’s core classics as basic classics. Daoic philosophy attempts to rebuild human value systems
by exploring true origins of values and genuine metaphysical foundations for morals to restore the
categoricalness and sacredness of values; it points out that Yi realm as material world and Zang realm
as world of values are independent from each other, with Soul realm serving as a bridge between them-
thus Dao is composed of Yi realm, Zang realm and Soul realm.

Keywords: cosmopolitanism; Confucianism reconstruction; orthodoxy, classic system; Daoic

philosophy

The Influence of Wang Anshi’s Lao Tzu Thought on the Northwest Frontier War in the
Northern Song Dynasty He Qiang

Abstract; The border war between the Northern Song Dynasty and the Tibetan tribes was an
important historical event, and Wang Anshi played a very important role in it. During the reign of
Emperor Shenzong of Xining, Wang Anshi actively devoted himself to domestic reform. Wang Anshi
highly praised the Confucian pacifism governance model. But the reality was that Wang Anshi actively
manages the Western Xia Dynasty. There is a huge tension between Wang Anshi’s Confucian ideals and
realistic claims. As far as the relationship between the Song Dynasty and the Western Xia Dynasty is
concerned, after a series of battles, the two sides reached a peace agreement. However, at the same
time, Wang Anshi launched a war against the Tibetan tribes in the northwest under the name of
attacking the Western Xia Dynasty. Wang Anshi’s action is based on the idea that complicated things
in Lao Tzu should start from the easy ones first. Paying attention to the thoughts of Lao Tzu will
undoubtedly be of great benefit to the in-depth understanding of Wang Anshi and the war he led against
the Tibetan tribes in the northwest region.

Keywords: Wang Anshi; emperor Shenzong; Wang Shao; Lao Tzu; war against the
Tibetan tribes

Study on Zhang Taiyan, Huang Kan and Wang Dong’s 1928 Cold Food Festival Singing
Huang Zhenping
Abstract: During the Cold Food Festival in 1928, Zhang Taiyan wrote a letter to his student
Wang Dong and attached a poem. Later, Huang Kan joined in, and the teacher and student sang back
and forth. Due to data limitations, this singing and harmony disappeared from historical memory. By
supplementing new data, the complete process of singing and harmony was finally restored. In this
song, Zhang Taiyan was talking about poetry and theory on the surface, but in fact, he was expressing
his deep thoughts about the “ Remainer” through Jie Zitui's recommendation of cold food. In his later
years, as is generally believed by the academic community, Zhang Taiyan did not turn from a
revolutionary to a scholar, and did not care about worldly affairs. This Cold Food Singing clearly
reflects Zhang Taiyan’s attitude in his later years. On the surface, he was “quietly silent” , but in fact
he was referring to himself as Jie Zitui, which was a clear expression of his attitude as a survivor of the
Republic of China.
Keywords: Zhang Taiyan; Cold Food Festival; Huang Kan; Wang Dong, singing and responding

Ding Ruoyong’s Explanation of the Confucian Characteristics of Tian Cai Kexin
Abstract; Ding Ruoyong is known as the epitome of practical learning in the Korean during the
Lee Dynasty (1392-1910). However, due to the confusion in the definition of “practical learning” in

the Korean academic community, although he annotated the “The Six Classics and the Four Books”,
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there is still controversy over whether his ideas belong to Confucianism. Some scholars view his
interpretation of tian as an important basis influenced by Western learning. Although Ding Ruoyong
sometimes interprets tian as shangdi, he believes that the two are the same. In addition, he believes
that tian has the atiributes of power, behavior, and human relations, all of which have distinct
Confucian characteristics. Especially his interpretation of the ethical attributes of tzan is an important

difference between the Chinese civilization represented by Confucianism and other civilizations in the

world. However, accurately positioning the relationship between Ding Ruoyong's thoughts and Western

learning is a complex issue that requires further research.

Keywords: Ding Ruoyong; Li Chao’s practical study; East Asian Confucianism; tian; shangdi

A Study on the Effectiveness of Humanity Education in Confucianism
Cho Jae-Hyung, Go Jae-Suk
Abstract; This study aims to master the effect of basic humanity education by analyzing and
studying the Analects of Confucianism, which is the fundamental foundation of East Asian private
culture. Analects have great contemporary value in that they contain a strong trust in humans, also
suggest realistic methods for realizing humanity. However, there is still very little statistical evidence
on whether humanity classes using Analects actually influence changes in the personality of college
students. In the big data society, this is a weakness in persuading the need for education in the
Analects of Confucius. Accordingly, these researchers have been developing a humanity scale based on
the Analects of Confucius for a long time and applied it to analyze the teaching effectiveness of 210

students in six Analects of Confucius classes at Sungkyunkwan University. the results are as follows.

First, the participants’ humanity scores increased by 0. 0625 points (out of 5) per question, and the
significance level was 0. 131. In the analysis results of 16 detailed competencies, statistically
significant changes (p<.05) can be confirmed in a total of 5 areas. These are ‘preserving the mind
and nurturing one’s nature (0.005)’ , ‘reflecting and examining one’s mind (0.002)’ , ‘considering
close people friendly (0.026)’ , ‘being together with neighbours (0.033)’ , ‘Interested in politics
(0.042)’°. Meanwhile, during the research process, it was confirmed that ‘ the average of the scale is
too high’ and ‘the areas in which students change differ depending on the instructor’. Therefore,
additional research is needed to solve these problems and determine the effectiveness of education.

Keywords: humanity education; Confucianism; Analects; educational efficacy

Francois Noel, Reading Chinese Philosophy and Spiritual Transformation Yves Vendé

Abstract: In 1711, Francois Noél s.j. (1651-1729) published in Pragua two books related to
Chinese philosophy, the Philosophia Sinica—a systematic presentation of Confucianism according to an
Aristotelian framework divided into three treatises—and the Sinensis Imperii libri classici sex—a
translation of the six Confucian Classics. In these two books, Frangois No&l, who spent more than
fifteen years in China, exemplifies how a European missionary has been transformed by reading
Confucian Classics and their commentaries. Although his writings were caught up in the Rites
controversy, German philosophers like Christian Wolff were in contact with them and used them in a
debate where the autonomy of rationality in the field of ethics was at stake.

Even if Noél's assumptions and hermeneutical methods are not academically valid anymore, his

testimony shows that the engagement of Confucian classics can change one’s framework , especially at a

practical level. Nog&l's works are also an invitation to reconsider the modern split between systematic
philosophy and philosophy as a practice, an opinion already formulated in the works of Pierre Hadot.
In that sense, Noél's attempt to bridge Aristotle with Confucius is a witness of a larger movement of

interweaving symbolic tools belonging to different traditions in order to answer human existence issues.

- 193 -



B bR 5 (P X0)

Keywords: Francois Noél; Neo-Confucianism; comparative philosophy

The Theoretical Integration and Innovation of The Ontology of Benevolence: From the
Perspective of Xiong Shili's Philosophy Li Zhen

Abstract: Chen Lai's The Ontology of Benevolence is one of the most important original Chinese
philosophy systems put forward in recent years. Chen Lai's Ontology of Benevolence utilizes different
theories from ancient and modern, China and the West, among whom Xiong Shili’s theory of substance
and function takes a particularly important place. Xiong Shili’s argues that in his philosophy, the entity
is going under ever changing and could not be simply categorized as either mind or matter; the
structure of entity is ‘ as substance as function’. The Ontology of Benevolence thinks highly of these two
conclusions; while, at the same time, it puts more emphasis on continuity, relevance and ontological
benevolence that is not dedicatedly developed in Xiong’s philosophy. The Ontology of Benevolence
advanced the development of Chinese philosophy in modern times.

Keywords: Chen Lai; ontology of benevolence; Xiong Shili; theory of substance and function;

virtue of benevolence

How We Talk about Chinese Philosophy Today: Review of Zhang Xue Zhi’s Book on
Comprehensive Studies of Chinese Philosophy Sheng Ke

Abstract: Zhang Xuezhi’s new book Introduction to Chinese Philosophy is a masterpiece that
presents Chinese philosophy as a whole to the world in a * philosophical” way. The lack of
systematization and logical reasoning in ancient Chinese philosophy, as well as our growing cultural
estrangement from ancient philosophical traditions, have left us with no choice but to use philosophical
research to better reveal the ideological connotations of Chinese philosophy. In this process, we have to
extensively absorb the intellectual resources of Western philosophy to help us better understand Chinese
philosophy, and at the same time, we have to insist on the subjectivity of Chinese philosophy,
understand and interpret it as a whole, and return to China’s unique problematic consciousness and
theoretical structure. This book by Zhang Xuezhi provides us with a new paradigm.

Keywords : Iniroduction to Chinese Philosophy ;philosophical ;subjectivity of Chinese philosophy

Summary of the International Conference in Honor of the 30th Anniversary of the Excavation
of the Guodian Manuscripts; Newly Unearthed Philosophical Manuscripts
Hu Xiaoxiao, Zhou Xinyi
Abstract: The “International Conference in Honor of the 30th Anniversary of the Excavation of
the Guodian Manuscripts: Newly Unearthed Philosophical Manuscripts” was jointly organized by the
Department of Philosophy at the School of Humanities in Tsinghua University and the Centre for
Manuscript and Text Cultures at The Queen’s College in the University of Oxford. It was co-sponsored
by the International Studies on Confucianism and took place on October 28th and 29th, 2023. The
conference’s main purpose is to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the discovery of the Guodian
Chu Bamboo Slips and to deepen our understanding of newly unearthed philosophical bamboo
manuscripts. The conference received 20 papers and held a total of seven thematic sections and a
round table entitled “Unearthed Bamboo Books and Pre-Qin Thought. ” Nearly 40 experts and scholars
from home and abroad engaged in in-depth discussions on the conference theme. Du Weiming and Li
Ling sent congratulations.
Keywords: Guodian manuscripts; newly unearthed philosophical bamboo manuscripts; the

I .
30" anniversary
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